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Center
Plrofessionol NEWSLETTER
Ethics Qt Cose Western Reserve University
SPRING 1994
DIRECTOR’S CORNER by Robert P. Lawry
It has been a productive year. 
Converting what used to be called our 
Monday Evening Dialogue Forum into The 
Ethics Dialogue Luncheon Series on 
Wednesday afternoons (with free pizza and 
soda), the CPE conducted five open forums 
on biomedical ethics, computers and 
lawyer’s ethics. The forums were each led 
by distinguished members of the University 
Community. Our warm thanks goes to these 
special people for their thoughtful 
presentations and good will dialoguing: 
Tom Murray, Director of the Center for 
Biomedical Ethics; Ron Moritz, Associate 
Director of Information Technology; 
Barbara Daly, Co-Director of Clinical 
Ethics, University Hospitals; Peter Joy, 
Director, Milton A. Kramer Law Clinic; 
and Stuart Youngner, Director of Clinical 
Ethics Program, University Hospitals.
In addition to the Dialogue 
Luncheons, the CPE organized and co­
ordinated a University-wide "Ethics Day" on 
February 24, 1994. Sessions were held in
six separate locations and featured both 
speakers and panelists from inside as well as 
outside the CWRU community. Among the 
former were Tom Murray (Medicine), 
Danielle Ripich (Communication Sciences), 
Susannah Heschel (Religion), Ben Hobbs 
(Systems Engineering), Aaron Jennings 
(Civil Engineering), Peter McCall 
(Geological Sciences), Carroll Pursell 
(History), Norman Robbins (Neurosciences), 
Wendy Wagner (Law), and W. Sanford 
Topham (Collegiate Affairs). Our outsiders 
included Pat Munday (Montana Tech), 
Adrienne Asch (Boston University), Michael 
Davis (IIT) and Zack Mansdorf (Mansdorf 
& Associates). It was deeply satisfying to 
see so many people come together on one 
day on own campus to pander ethical issues 
together.
"Ethics Day" grew out of a 
conversation Tom Murray and I had 
concerning the Third Annual Meeting of the 
Association of Practical and Professional 
Ethics, held in Cleveland, February 24-26,
1994. Since both the CPE and the Center 
for Biomedical Ethics co-sponsored the 
meeting, we thought we might persuade 
scholars who would be here anyway to come 
the CWRU to engage in an ethics 
conversation with us. We invited three such 
scholars and took advantage of our own 
wealth of talent to make "Ethics Day" a 
successful and worthwhile event.
Finally, with Barbara Krasner from 
Philosophy and David O’Malley from the 
University Christian Movement taking the 
lead, and with the CPE’s Kim Diemert 
shouldering many of the administrative
burdens, the CPE co-sponsored many of the 
events which together constituted Take Back 
the Night-vjeek on campus, April 16-23, 
1994.
Next year we hope to enlarge the 
ethics conversation. Bill Deal from Religion 
has tentatively agreed to talk with us about 
Ethics and Post-Modernism. In addition 
Paul Stephan from Computer Engineering 
and Science is planning an extensive 
program on Ethics and the Information 
Infrastructure. Stay tuned. We expect the 
Ethics conversations at CWRU will be better 
than ever next year.
Ethics Day 1995: Ethics and Computers
by Pete Simmelink, Jerod Tufte and Sam Harmon*
On March 23-26, 1994, we attended the Fourth Conference on Computers, Freedom and 
Privacy, which was held in Chicago. The main topic of the conference was "Cyberspace 
Superhighways: Access, Ethics and Control." The conference featured speakers from various 
fields, such as government, the computer industry, media and the computer underground.
One of the prevailing themes throughout the different panels assembled was the Clipper 
Chip proposal by the FBI to build what amounts to a wiretap inside of every new phone. 
Because privacy was one of the stated themes, and because most ot the people in attendance 
were libertarian types who feared their government, much heated debate was carried on between 
the government representatives and the other attendees. Another panel discussion was about 
creating an ethical community in cyberspace. The discussion examined the relationship between 
behavior and ethical conceptions by which we judge behavior and how it becomes more 
ambiguous and vague in cyberspace.
We would like to thank CWRU Center for Professional Ethics for the funding which 
enabled us to attend and participate in the Computers, Freedom and Privacy Conference. The 
Conference will now be a yearly event for the Association for Computer Machinery (ACM). 
Together with Professor Paul Stephan, we hope to put together an interesting program on Ethics 
and Computers for next year’s Ethics Day. ACM has promised their full support.
* Pete Simmelink, Jerod Tufte and Sam Harmon are undergraduate students at CWRU studying 
Computer Engineering and Science.
Doing Ethics!
Below is this issue’s ETHICS CASE for you to ponder. In a following issue of the 
Newsletter the "best answer" will be published along with a new case. Please send your 
responses to: The Center for Professional Ethics, 233 Yost Hall, CWRU, 10900 Euclid 
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44106-7057. Good Luck!
"HOUSE FOR SALE"
In July, Jones places an advertisement in the newspaper announcing that his home is for 
sale. Smith, a lifetime apartment dweller, answers the ad and finds the house to his liking. 
Jones is scrupulously honest in answering all of Smith's queries about the condition of the house; 
however, in part because it is summer, and in part because of his inexperience. Smith never asks 
about the condition of the boiler. As it happens, the boiler is in very poor condition and Jones 
knows this. He has been told that it will not last another winter, and he has received an 
estimate of $5,000 as the cost of installing a new one. But Smith never asks and Jones never 
tells.
Question: Has Jones behaved in a morally acceptable manner?
Does it make any difference if the boiler is dangerous or not?
Adapted from A Few Moral Dilemmas.
COMMENTS ON "BENEVOLENCE"
Horace Moneymuncher is out for a walk. He comes upon a frail-looking woman carrying 
a small, emaciated child. The woman sways on her feet and Horace comes to her assistance. 
He asks if she is ill and she replies that neither she nor her child has eaten for some time 
because they are penniless. Horace sympathizes with her and bids her goodbye. On the way 
home he happens to pass a Jaguar dealer and, on a whim, purchases a canary-yellow car that 
catches he fancy. He already owns five cars, but none of them is yellow, and he is partial to 
yellow.
Question: Was it morally wrong to buy the car but not to buy the woman and her child 
some food?
Adapted from A Few Moral Dilemmas.
A Few Responses to "Benevolence"
The first response was sent in by Marty Krist, a CWRU graduate and a member 
of the CPE.
I feel Horace is morally wrong to not give the woman and child more assistance, and that 
the car has nothing to do with it. Horace comes to her assistance, asks about her situation, and 
even "sympathizes with her;" but then leaves without giving her the assistance she really needed.
We must be careful not to link unrelated things to support our own opinion, which I 
believe we do if we let caring for the woman and buying the car combine to support 
condemnation of Horace.
The second response was sent in by Rev. John L. Brown, Chaplain for the Berea 
Children’s Home and a member of the CPE.
The problem of Horace and his greed is the problem most of us in this country have with 
our relationships with the downtrodden here and abroad. When does a lack of generosity 
become morally blameworthy? Perhaps when we can see and feel what should be done.
Walking in the park and talking with the lady, seeing her and the frail child put Horace 
in touch with need. At least enough food today and perhaps aid with a plan, or guidance to 
agency help, would have seemed a minimum response. No doubt Horace would be happier the 
next day if he helped a human being and family rather than to indulge himself with a sixth 
automotive toy. Chances are Horace would barely have missed a meaningful gift given to this 
lady and child, and even might still have afforded the car, if he wanted it so badly.
The choice here is between the meaningful act and the whimsical act. A life (or society) 
built upon whimsy may gradually be perceived to lack meaning.
Membership
While the Center for Professional Ethics is largely underwritten by grants, membership 
income is required to enable the CPE to meet its operating budget. Members are also invited 
to participate in the planning of the Center’s activities. If you would like to make a 
contribution, ($25 general membership; $5 student membership) which is tax-deductible, please 
send it to the address on the back of this Newsletter. The CPE thanks you for your continued 
support.
NEWS & NOTES
Ethics News
On May 23 & 24, 1994 the Center for 
Biomedical Ethics at the University of 
Minnesota will present "The Role of 
Bioethics in Health Care Policy." This 
two-day conference should be of special 
interest to those in the fields of 
bioethics, health policy and public 
policy. The first day of the conference 
will focus on the issues of health policy 
formulation. The second day will 
examine the sorts of training and 
educational experiences that will better 
prepare those in bioethics to work on 
issues pertaining to health care policy. 
The conference will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
D.C. For information, call: Continuing 
Medical Education at (800) 776-8636.
In honor of its 25th anniversary. The 
Hastings Center will host a special 
public symposium: The Quest for
Justice and Community in Health Care: 
A Quarter Century of Bioethics. The 
celebration will take place on June 3 & 
4, 1994 in New York City. For 
information, call Development and 
Public Affairs Office, The Hastings 
Center, (914) 762-8500.
The Kennedy Institute of Ethics will 
hold an Intensive Bioethics Course XX at 
Georgetown University, Washington, 
D.C. on June 5-11, 1994. The course 
is an in-depth study of ethical theory and 
the application of ethical principles to 
selected problems in health care and
biomedical research. For more 
information, contact: Course
Coordinator, Kennedy Institute of 
Ethics, Georgetown University, 
Washington, D.C., 20057.
On June 19-22, 1994, the First
International Symposium on Ecosystem 
Health and Medicine: New Goals for 
Environmental Management will be held 
in Ottawa, Ontario. For information, 
contact Remo Petrongolo, Office of 
Continuing Education, 159 Johnston 
Hall, University of Guelph, Guelph, 
Ontario, Canada NIG 2W1; (519) 824- 
4120 x3064 or (519) 767-0758 (fax).
Other Notes
The Hastings Center and the Institute for 
Bioethics (Maastricht, The Netherlands) 
will present: "What Do We Owe The 
Elderly? Allocating Social and Health 
Care Resources," an international 
conference on ethics and resource 
allocation to the elderly. The conference 
will take place on September 16 & 17, 
1994 in Maastricht, the Netherlands. 
Special emphasis will be placed on: the 
meaning and significance of aging in 
contemporary society; the goals of 
medicine and health care for the elderly; 
balancing the needs of young and old; 
resource allocation and social priorities; 
and families, society and long-term care. 
For further information, contact 
International Aging Meeting, The 
Hastings Center, (914) 762-8500.
aaxsanoBd
NOI103dUO3
ss3daav
ZSOZ-SOlfrt' 0!40 ‘puBiaAaio - anusAV Pipng 00601 - nUMO - IIBH JSOX eES
X)!SjaA!un eAjasey ujajsa/<v aso^ lo S3W»3
lOUOjSSdjOU
•m
Center for Professional Ethics 
MEMBERSHIP
Name--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- —
Address________________________________________________
City____________________ State------------------------ Zip---------------
Phone_________________________  School_________________
General Membership $25 ______ Student Membership $5__
Please make checks payable to Case Western Reserve University. 
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